World Systems Theory

The Core and the Periphery
-exchange due to motivation of higher profits and wealth

-migration stimulated by disruptions and dislocations that inevitably occur in the process of capitalist development, where land, raw materials, and labor within peripheral regions come under the influence of markets.

1. land

2. raw materials

3. labor: low wage export processing zones, attracting mostly females

4. material links

5. ideological links

6. global cities: small number of urban centers in which banking, finance, administration, professional services, and high-tech production are concentrated.  Here, great wealth and a highly educated workforce are concentrated, creating a strong demand for unskilled workers

major hypotheses of World Systems Theory:

1. international flow of labor follows the international flow of goods and capital, but in the opposite direction

2. international migration is especially likely between past colonial powers and their former colonies, because of cultural, linguistic, investment, transportation and communication links previously est’d.

3. since international migration stems from the globalization of the mkt. economy, govts. may influence immigration rates by regulating the overseas investment activities of corporations and controlling international flows of capital and goods (which govts. seldom do)

4. political and military interventions by governments of capitalist countries to protect investments abroad and support foreign governments sympathetic to the expansion of the global market, when they fail, produce refugee movements directed to particular core countries.

5. international migration follows the dynamics of market creation and the structure of the global economy

